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GOVERNOR FORTUÑO VISITS THE SPORT VENUES  

The Governor of Puerto Rico Luis Fortuño visited the city of 

Mayagüez for an inspection of the emblematic facilities that 

will be used during the celebration of the XXI Central      

American and Caribbean Sports Games during summer of 

2010.  He entered the venues accompanied by the Mayor of 

Mayagüez, José Guillermo Rodríguez, David Bernier, President 

of the Puerto Rico Olympic Committee, Henry Neumann, 

Sports and Recreation Secretary, Felipe Pérez, President of 

the Mayagüez 2010 Organizing Committee, and Humberto 

Marrero, AFIõs  Executive Director.   

 

The inspection was held with no problem and, in a press    

conference, the Governor made a commitment to obtain the 

necessary funds to complete the construction work in       

progress that will be used for the Mayagüez 2010 Games.  

 

The Governor seemed satisfied with the construction works 

that are about to be finished.  Likewise, Bernier from the 

Olympic Committee and Héctor Cardona, from CACSO seemed 

to be satisfied.  

 

The Mayor of the city, José Guillermo Rodríguez, mentioned 

that each day he is more impressed with the majesty of these 

venues because now the Western area have the best sport 

facilities, not only in Puerto Rico, but in the Caribbean.     

 

On the other hand, the Sports and Recreation Secretary,   

Henry Neumann, ensured that he will make sure that the    

Central American Stadium and its track gets certified and 

likewise for those venues that need certification in order to 

hold the sport competitions.  

 

During this visit, Governor Fortuño mentioned that the      

Western area will receive $134 millions so that road number 2 

is in optimum conditions for the Mayagüez 2010 Games.  

 

Visit to the Central American Village and Baseball Stadium  



PONCE 93 AND ITS LEGACY  

By  Luis Padovani  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 19, 1993, five hundred years after Christopher 

Columbusõ arrival, the city of Ponce opened the XVII Central 

American and Caribbean Sports Games, being this one the 

second time that Puerto Rico organized the oldest Regional 

Games.  Thirty one (31) out of the thirty two (32) countries 

that make up CACSO met in Ponce and other 17                  

municipalities of the Island, from which only eleven were  

located in areas close to Ponce and to the Central American 

and Caribbean Village in Salinas.  A record of 5,347 athletes 

and officials participated in 31 sports in the Island, in        

addition to Canoeing in La Habana and Badminton, an        

exhibition sport, held in Guatemala.   

 

Letõs look at a little history.  In 1990, at the CACSO meeting 

held in Mexico City, the then President of the Puerto Rico 

Olympic Committee and delegate of the Island under CACSO, 

Mr. Osvaldo Gil, applied for Puerto Rico the celebration of the 

XVII Games, in which, as the quatrenium sequence, was     

supposed to be held during summer of 1994.  Mr. Germán         

Rieckehoff Sampayo, member of the International Olympic 

Committee, requested at the CACSO meeting that the Games 

be held on November of 1993 to coincide with the Fifth      

Centenary of the Discovery of Puerto Rico.  CACSO approved 

the request and the Games were celebrated from November 

19 -30, dedicated to Mr. Julio Enrique Monagas, Puerto Rican 

sportsmen founder of the Olympic Movement of Puerto Rico.   

The Central American torch, coming from Mexico, was       

received, from the hand of Mr. Richard Carrión by the Mayor of 

the city of Mayagüez, Honorable José Guillermo Rodríguez.  

Juan òPach²nó Vic®ns had the honor of lighting the Olympic 

burner and Ralph Rodríguez was the standard -bearer.  

 

Having only less than three years to organize the Games, the 

original Organizing Committee proposed the idea, during the 

summer of 1992, of transfering the hosting city to San Juan.  

Due to the opposition of the Mayor of Ponce, Honorable Rafael 

Cordero Santiago, the first Organizing Committee resigned 

and Dr. Héctor López Pumarejo takes over the Committee, 

leading the Organization to a happy ending.  With a little more 

than fourteen months to the Opening Ceremonies of the     

Games, the Organizing Committee had no easy task.  When 

the Games finally began, there were a lot of problems.     

Countries like Venezuela, Costa Rica, and Cuba, that in the 

beginning announced they were not going to attend claiming 

economic problems, finally arrived at the Island.  Costa Rica 

brought 149 persons, Venezuela brought 383, and the         

necessary arrangements were made in order that the Cubana 

de Aviación airplanes could land in Mercedita Airport bringing 

786 Cubans.   

 

 

When the different delegations finally arrived filling the  

Central American Village, a total of 1,300 additional athletes 

over the original estimate arrived at the Luis Muñoz Marín 

Airport causing a problem in the accommodation of the      

athletes.  A strike in one of the main airlines in Puerto Rico 

and the ambition of Puerto Rico to host the 2004 Summer 

Olympics made it impossible to return the athletes without an 

entry to their countries of origin, preventing a possible       

international scandal.  The Organizing Committee had to take 

the sad decision of taking our delegation out of the Central 

American Village.  The athletes had to be moved to the   

Olympic Village and other facilities.  After the first days of 

overcrowding in the Central American Village, the Games  

passed normally being perhaps, the best Games celebrated to 

this time.  

 

The Games left many good legacies to Ponce and the     

southern region of the Island.  Something amazing for the 

Puerto Rico of the time, like the current one, was the route of 

the torch within the 78 municipalities during a political cam-

paign.  None of the municipalities used this event to take  

advantage in politics.  The sports venues of the time were 

transformed to celebrate the Central American competitions.  

But maybe the most important legacy left for Puerto Rico was 

the establishment of the Anti -doping and Chemical Laboratory 

at the Farmacy College of the University of Puerto Rico.  It 

was established at a cost of $900,000 and at the time was the 

only one in Latin America.   

 

Puerto Rico, in general, and the city of Mayagüez, in       

particular, are once again organizing the XXI Games to be 

celebrated during the summer of 2010.  The Organizing    

Committee of Mayagüez 2010 is formed by sportsmen       

committed totally to the success of the Games.  With a            

combination of the staff from Ponce 93 and new blood at the 

Organizing Committee for 2010 it is expected, without a 

doubt, that Mayagüez could celebrated the best Games in the      

Central American and Caribbean History.  We will see you in 

Mayagüez!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of DECEMBER 1st, 2009  

There are 227 days left for the  

MAYAGÜEZ 2010 GAMES  

Weõll see you in Mayag¿ez 

From July 7 ñAugust 1, 2010  



 

BOXING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First appearance in the Central American and Caribbean 

Sports Games, 1935  

 

Boxing is one of the oldest forms of fights.  This sport was 

already popular seven centuries before Christ and in XVII  

century fights for money already existed in England.       

However, at the Olympics and Pan American Games, the    

discipline is amateur.  The fights consist of three minutes 

rounds, each one with a minute rest period between rounds.   

The fighters must wear boxing gloves, light boots and      

gumshields, cup protectors and headguards, to preserve the 

personal safety.  There are three ways to determine the    

winner: by judgesõ decision (number of knock counts),    

Knock -out (when one of the boxers falls and cannot continue 

to fight), and by technical Knock -out when the fight is      

stopped because one of the fighters is in bad condition.  The 

discipline is divided in 11 categories, according to the 

athletesõ weight.   

 

Venue: Boxing Pavilion in Mayagüez  

Capacity ð 2500 people  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 View of the Boxing Pavilion in Mayagüez  

DID YOU KNOW............  

 

At the XIX Central American and Caribbean Sports Games 

that were celebrated at San Salvador, Cuba placing first in 

the medal count since 1970, did not attend these Games 

arguing an apparent lack of security for their delegation.  

 

México had the biggest delegation, 904 people, and also 

conquered the first position followed by Venezuela.  

 

These Games were successful for various countries that 

achieved their first medals.  Among those countries are 

Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Kitts and Nevis, and the British 

Virgin Islands.  

 

The Puerto Rican swimmer Ricardo Busquets, won 5     

medals and totalized 21 entering the group of the most    

distinguished athletes.   

 

On these Games, the University of El Salvador was used as 

the Central American Village for the athletes and the     

Games also served to leave a legacy of a great number of 

venues for the 32 sports.  

 

During these Games, Weightlifting was the sport that gave 

away the most amount of medals, ahead of Athletics that 

had to cancel various events due to a lack of entries.  

 

Doping appeared once again at the sports events with ele-

ven (11) positive cases of six (6) countries which determi-

ned a change in the medal count and other positions in 

twelve (12) events of 8 sports.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN AND 

CARIBBEAN SPORTS GAMES  

View of the Gymnastics Pavilion in Hormigueros  


